
WHAT IS THE PROBLEM?

An American mind not reaching its potential leads to less prosperity for that individual and less for all of us.
There is no more important competitive advantage for the United States than a highly educated workforce 
where everyone involved is personally empowered to innovate and solve problems.

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE?

Job Creators Network believes education reform means the value of every school – and every public 
education dollar – must be judged primarily upon what it teaches students who are least likely to find their 
place in the workforce and seize the American Dream:

●  School boards need to behave like trustees of education and not politicians.

●   Closing the achievement gap between most and least successful students means rethinking how we 
allocate resources. This means getting the most “bang” for the buck and not using a child’s ZIP code to 
determine a student’s academic opportunity.

●  One size never fits all. Communities must be empowered and encouraged to create a diverse portfolio of 
education options, including conventional public school districts, charter schools, independent schools, 
special needs instruction, tax-deductible business scholarships, and access to college credits.

●  Skilled trades must be a priority, not an afterthought. The nation faces a huge gap in the number of new 
skilled tradespeople. Jobs for electricians, plumbers, welders, and others are often well-paying and pave 
the way for entrepreneurial-minded students to become job creators and business owners.

●  Students and teachers should be held accountable for what they know and what they have learned. 
Mastery of subject, rather than seat time, should be the standard for promoting students in a subject. Talent 
and results, rather than time served, should be the standard for teacher promotions and compensation.

●  Every school must have minimum instruction standards. A definition of learning standards and assessments 
should be created and required so as to ensure accurate accountability for student and teacher results.
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